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Qua Vadis, America? 

Where Are We Going, America? 

Christ is King. 

Christ is King, King of the Universe, of our world, of our Nation, of society, and our families, and 

King of each of us. Even if we as individuals, or as society as a nation, fail to acknowledge such Kingship, 

it does not to detract from the reality of His Kingship. His sovereignty over us, our family and Nation, flows 

from His Kingship. As Sovereign, we owe Him due worship, obeisance, and honor. We owe Him everything. 

Church and State. 

As Catholics, we believe that the Church is His Bride, that we as members of the Church are His 

Body; which means the Church is temporal, as well as Heaven-bound, and we live in it.  An ancient question 

is the relationship between the Church and the State, and Christ answered it to some extent, as to taxes and 

other matters, to give to Caesar what Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.  It was St. Thomas a Becket, a 

former friend and confidant of King Henry II, was martyred in 1170 for the stand he took as Archbishop of 

Canterbury, that the English Crown had no authority over the Church and could not arrest a priest accused 

of rape, as the priest was subject to Becket’s ecclesial authority.  In America, the First Amendment formalizes 

the separation of an established Church and the State.   

The relevant part of the First Amendment reads, “Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof[.] 

 SOVEREIGNTY OF CHRIST. 

There exists discussion among Catholics of the nature of government and its duty owed to Christ, as 

Sovereign King.  That debate will not be covered deeply here, yet it is important to understand the concerns 

raised by such a debate.  After all, even if that be the will of God, his will is not fully install here on earth, as 

the prayer goes: thy will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven.  The sovereignty of Christ over all mankind 

need not be codified into law; but must be lived by Catholics in their personal and public lives, but such 

sovereignty must be maintained in the negative law, where the State and government are prohibited from 

establishing religion or its free exercise, from abuse, interference, taxation, and oppression, over the rights 

established not only for the Church but also the Body of Christ. 

 HISTORY OF EUROPE PERSECUTION OF THE CHURCH 

From here, from the time before the founding of the United States of America, it is good to study and learn 

of a Europe and a new world wrecked by heretical kingdoms and unfaithful princes willing to attack the 

sovereignty of Christ, to break the Church and its people, to exact persecution of Christians for 100s of years.   

JUDEO-CHRISTIAN ETHIC, NATURAL LAW 

From its Founding, firmly planted on a Judeo-Christian ethic, with the tradition and wisdom of the Jewish, 

Greek, and Roman civilizations at its side, the time had come for these United States of America.  Its 

Declaration of Independence avowed objective truth as self-evident; natural law that rules the civil, moral, 

and physical affairs of mankind and Creation; that all men have dignity and were created equal and that in 

that creation each had certain unalienable rights, including life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 
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CONSTITUTION 

Its constitution recognizes the dignity of mankind created by God, and limited government under a 

constitutional system based on the Rule of Law, structured limitations, and due process; that set forth a 

negative law prohibiting the Congress from making on law on certain matters, including freedom of religion, 

establishment of a state church, of assembly, of redress of grievances, and of the right to bear arms, to name 

a few. 

TRUTH IN LAW   

 The civil law must be rooted on the realism of truth and the natural law. Men are men, women are 

women, and that there are objective realities to which men and women we must conform their minds, beliefs, 

status, and behavior—not identity theory, foolishness, sentiment, whim, wishful thinking, or race ideology 

that drives subjective reality; but grounded on objective truth.  

 THE CHURCH ABIDES 

 Whether under an oppressive regime or a free society, it is the Church’s duty to set the agenda in 

contra mundum, not vice versa; a duty to avoid the ideologies, delusions, and utopias of today, but be firmly 

grounded on the Scriptures and Sacred Tradition. The world may change, but the Church abides.  

 REALISM IS CATHOLIC 

 The realism grounded on the natural law is utterly Catholic, as surely God the Father is real, Jesus 

Christ is real, the Holy Spirit is real, the Eucharist is the true Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Christ; there 

is nothing subjective or ambiguous about these realities and it is upon this Rock the Church stands. 

 The world is subject to the Fall, everyone suffers from Original Sin, and nature is subject to the law 

of entropy, that all things crumble and decay. This is no less true of the society of humankind—whatever its 

institutional basis or constitutional structure. 

 ST. BENEDICT 

 This truth was observed by the youthful St. Benedict, in the year 500 A.D., walked the decadent, 

depraved, and debauched streets of Rome, witnessing the decay and skeleton of a 1000-year-old civilization. 

At the time, the emperor had been deposed, and the Church was left standing helping to bring order to society.  

Today, we recall contemporary times that may be called the time of judgment of God on our Nation, our own 

institutions, and certainly on the peace and order of society. 

FRENCH REVOLUTION 

After the rise of the American Republic of the 18th Century, we witness the demise of the ancient 

regime of the French kings and the rise of the French Republic; a revolution if not entirely demonic, it was 

seriously depraved of truth and certainly faith and reason, a movement seeking utopia at a profound cost to 

human life—a precursor to the 20th Century, years drive by ideology, war and genocide.  

 ARCHBISHOP SHEEN 
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In a prophetic video made 50  years ago, Archbishop Sheen described the radical differences between 

the American War of Independence and the French revolution, encouraging the student to study the leaders 

at the top of each revolution. 

The French revolt was based on violence for its own sake, terror, the confiscation of property, and the 

destruction of human rights, tradition, history, and all that exists in the past; believing that people could save 

themselves through violence.  

LOUIS ST. JUST 

One of the proponents of the revolt was young Louis Antoine Leon de St. Just, who urged the French 

parliament to embrace the notion that “a nation generates itself only upon heaps of corpses.”  At 26 years of 

age, a brilliant yet evil man St. Just died at the guillotine by the hands of his treacherous compatriots. 

Archbishop Sheen claimed the source of these ideas come from elitism, that makes a lot of noise and 

forces its will upon others, warning to keep your eye on the man with the bullhorn, whose goal is to destroying 

property rights, life, and to burn buildings, and destroy small business. Be not deceived there are people that 

profit from violence.  

Another cause Archbishop Sheen identified as a type of political mysticism, believing there is no 

spiritual realm, no God, nothing, no alternative but to live for today. And finally, he identifies Satanism, an 

Enemy that hates mankind, that seeks to destroy personal and social morality, ethics, law, and the ordered 

liberty of self-government.  

ST. JUSTS OF MODERN AMERICA 

These ideas are upheld by the St. Justs of modern America; proving there is nothing new under the 

sun.  

THOMAS JEFFERSON 

In contrast, look at the leaders of the American war, for instance Thomas Jefferson; whose writings 

clearly articulated the ideals of ordered liberty and of self-government. These were grounded on the dignity 

and respect of each individual person, that all rights and liberties come from God, and the certainty of the 

natural law; setting up due process that is the shield against tyranny—the very process that governs the courts.  

Where do these rights come from? From the King, the State, or the Majority?  His answer: that it is 

self-evident that God has endowed man with certain inalienable rights not subject to the whims of the State.  

In the end, there is hope, as God stirs our Nation, to bring back The Lord as the King of our Nation, 

to bring back the reality of God as Providence, Almighty, and whose Hand our Nation depends.  

Real reform comes from Christ, Faith is a gift; it is not geared to tear down the structure and order of 

society; but the order mirrored in Heaven;  

…but it is for us, as Catholics to have the humility to change our own lives; to bring back Order, to 

bring Truth to reason, and right thinking to the political, social, ecclesial, educational, and governmental 

structures of our Nation.  
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ACTIVISM 

The key heresy of our time, might be identified as “activism,” which is a thinking disorder, that 

ignores the reality of original sin and the fallen nature of mankind; believing that human nature is malleable 

and perfectible—not through Almighty God, His grace, and his Church, but through activism . . . that seeks 

to actively recreate government and society in the image and worship of mankind; admitting only the role of 

science through technocracy to build society; by advocacy, enactment of collectivist laws, legalized plunder, 

excessive taxation, big government, massive welfare state, takeover of private property, governmental 

ownership of the means of production; that ultimately seeks to re-order nature itself.   

This type of activism comes oftentimes with violence, social unrest, and the cancelation of cultural, 

historical and ideals, denied truth, and the destruction of the heroes, icons, and memorials of a Nation. 

It feeds on a utopian ideal that all that is needed, it to change the governmental social or economic 

order, to reform society. Violence begets social unrest. Social unrest creates instability and insecurity. In the 

process, to make the world perfect, the final utopia, institutions collapse, and people must die.   

Today, in modern America, we see where the ignorance of history, of tradition, and of truth, 

encourages the foolish to seek the unnatural solutions. Why unnatural? The movement is against human 

nature; including Marxism, Maoism and an extreme progressivism, all of which are the brand that denies the 

dignity of every human being regardless of race or creed, and the fallen nature of humanity.  

As to Marxism, Nazism and Maoism, our fathers and mothers and grandfathers and grandmothers 

fought these evils, in the name of freedom; yet the unfaithful of prior generations and the current generation 

bring about a new faith, or rather a new ignorance of huge proportions that enables these ideologies to again 

thrive in the 21st Century. 

It also promotes a progressivism, race theories, and practices that are destroying our civilization, 

confronting our beliefs, with an incredible audacity without any basis in reason, truth, knowledge, or intellect. 

By example, while denying objective reality, many today declare themselves a woman when they are 

a man, or vice versa, transgender, same-sex marriage, sexualized education, and the “right” to an abortion, 

and on and on. In the building up of ideologies and theories on self-declared words, regardless of lies and 

half-truths, we deny Christ. The world is full of it.  

In recent news, there is a runner, a young man who declared himself a woman, who joined the ranks 

of women track, competing and winning races against women.  The goal is to trash the truth.  Live the lie.  

Make real what you think, not what is objectively true.  That is the day we live in.   

The news pictured the young man running in a woman’s race—looking every bit a man but with long 

hard. It appears ironic if not comical. When I was an active runner in the 9th and 10th grade, I asked my father 

why boys don’t compete with girls.  He noted the differences, that men have narrow hips, larger lungs, more 

muscle mass, and larger frame, enabling them to run faster.  

The young man in the news, claiming to be a woman, says, “I love what I’m doing and I’m getting 

to live my ruth and live my authentic life.  I believe that this is my way of being the change that I want to see 

in the world.  I live by that every single day.”   
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We call this nominalism. Name it, believe it, and force it down society’s throat. Ironically, the first 

effective nominalist was Luther, who declared the meaning of Romans 3:28 contrary to history, tradition, 

and the Fathers of the Church, creating a schism in tradition, truth, and church.  

In denying the Truth, we deny Christ. As faith fails, so does our institutions and the fundamental 

truths fade in memory.  

In a discussion about comparing historical Christianity and the medieval Christian and Catholic kings, 

as compared to the modern government and the secular world, an attorney friend of mine reflected:  

What would our distant ancestors of [the Middle Ages] have thought of babies being murdered 

by the millions in their mothers' wombs, or the fratricidal and genocidal slaughters of the 

French Revolution, the Civil War, and World Wars I and II?  Which medieval Catholic 

monarch thought he could re-define marriage to include same-sex unions, or legalize 

contraceptives, or even impose sky-high taxes like we pay?  How many Catholic nations 

based their entire economic system on usury, as we have?  How many of them mainstreamed 

pornography and fornication, like we have?  How many days out of the year do we have to 

work to pay off our tax obligations to our masters, as compared to our medieval ancestors? 

Do we even notice how slave-driven we are?  …  

What we have over us right now are godless oligarchs who think of us as economic cows to 

be milked for their own benefit, and who do not even believe there is a hell, much less fear 

going there.  We like to think that because we vote, ‘they work for us,’ but if 2020 should 

have proven anything, it's that it is very much the other way around.   

This quote raises peripheral issues about politics and political systems, but it brilliantly asks the 

question about our day, our faithless and godless era, that enthrones mankind, money and pleasure above 

every moral law, right order, and truth.  

If this is the time of judgment on our Nation, let us recognize it, let us embrace it. After all, it is 

observable all about us: depravity, licentiousness, immorality, deviancy, greed, necromancy, and the like; 

and in government, expansive debt, corruption, decay, over taxation, over-spending, the welfare state, utter 

ignorance of history and the culture of tyranny, and locking out of God from polite society, of businesses, of 

schools, of courts, and the legislative halls.   

Likely the deepest depravity is the elevation of abortion of a child in the womb as a human right, as 

reproductive freedom as a constitutional and legal right, and the utter destruction of human beings by the 

hands of vacuums, scissors, knives, poison, chemicals, and the like, making Hitler and Stalin look like 

amateurs. It is utterly so horrific, it is hard to give it a name, other than the tragedy of so many people, even 

Christians and Catholics, that live this lie.  

In the end, as we face this reality, what can be done either individually, as a family, or as a Chapter. 

Each one of us must recognize and face the Truth for yourself, your family, and for the Nation.  

Keep in prayer and keep a fixed face on the Catholic Faith and your future; where you are married, 

where you have children, love them beyond measure, and pass on the Faith; where you are involved in a 

profession, be mindful of your ethics, words and action; be involved where you can whether in professional 
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societies, politics, or social clubs and be ready to speak the truth, in kindness, with reverence, and whether 

in word or deed, pass on the Faith.  Be joyful, yet sincere.  

This is probably a time like no other in the history of the holy Church, where we cannot look one way 

or the other, but straight ahead with our eyes on Christ on the Cross.   

It is Christ that admonishes his disciples to go out into the world, and to preach and teach the Gospel, 

to heal diseases, and to cast out demons.  

My dear Chapter members, you belong to the Order of Preachers, the only one so named, and it is by 

that instrument we are called personally by Christ to convert the world. 

There is power in preaching, and in the reality of being prepared by study and prayer, with the reason 

for your faith, in spirit and in truth, with reverence and kindness.  

By John Keenan, O.P.L. 

+November 29, 2021 

 

 


